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reduce their numbers; meanwhile the people were in dire want of even the most 
necessary garments. Trade was stagnant, at first for reasons of geographic posi- 
tion, later because of government interdictions. At last came the Russians from 
Alaska with otter skins, imploring food, and after them the American ships 
asking otter skins, hides, tallow, and bringing merchandise ; thus a three-cor- 
nered trade sprang up, clandestinely on the part of the Californians, but not the 
less vigorous and important. Americans began to stream in over the California 
and Oregon trail, the Santa Fe trail, and by sea, and began effective encroach- 
ments. A great deal of so-called Spanish occupation was mere pretension; the 
inherited pretensions of Mexico in the Southwest, once disclosed, were exploded; 
war with Mexico brought an inevitable result. In 1849 the people adopted an 
American constitution and the old life rapidly declined. Isaiah Bowman. 

Wheat-Growing in Canada, the United States and the Argentine, 
Including Comparisons with Other Areas. By W. P. Rutter. x and 
315 pp. Maps, charts, bibliography, index. Adam and Charles Black, Lon- 
don. 1911. 3s. 6d. 8 x S/4. 

This book contains a thorough study of the problem of wheat growing, not 
only as an agricultural feature, but also in its bearing on the commerce of the 
world. A bird's-eye view of the distribution of wheat fields in North and South 
America is first given. The soil, climate and various essentials of scientific 
farming, affecting the yield and quality of wheat, are clearly set forth. Follow- 
ing are chapters on the cultivation and harvesting of wheat, yield and cost of 
production, transportation, storage, marketing and price. The discussion of the 
transportation problem, which is often weak in many books, is especially com- 
mendable. The author believes that the United States is destined to depend 
more and more upon other countries for its supply. An adequate bibliography 
of wheat is included. R. M. Brown. 

The New Garden of Canada. By Pack-Horse and Canoe thro.ugh Undevel- 
oped New British Columbia. By F. A. Talbot, xii and 308 pp. Ills., map,* 
index. Cassell & Co., Ltd., London. 1911. $2.50. 8x5^. 
A description of Mr. Talbot's journey through 1,200 miles of almost unknown 
country in which the Grand Trunk Pacific is now building its line, the second 
transcontinental railroad route of Canada. Mr. Talbot tells of his eventful 
journey, and gives his conclusions as to the economic and scenic value of that 
newly opening region. He has condensed these impressions in his paper pub- 
lished in the Bulletin for March (pp. 167-183). 

Aus Mexiko. Von Orla Holm. Mit wirtschaftlichen and politischen Beitragen 
von Ralph Zttrn. viii and 244 p. F. Fontane & Co, Berlin. iqo8. Mk. 3.50. 
gx 6. 

The book is written for the use of the tourist rather than the scholar, not as 
a regular guide-book, however, but as an instructor about everything which the 
educated traveler ought to know of the country he is visiting: geography, his- 
tory, religion, population, natural products, commerce and industry, finances, 
traffic, art, social conditions, immigration, foreign relations (especially to Ger- 
many and America). As the author is German himself, special credit must be 
given him for the unprejudiced frankness with which he acknowledges what 
* Listed under " British Columbia-Alberta " on p. 399. 
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American influence has done to improve Mexican conditions. He often holds up 
the enterprising American as an example for his more cautious countrymen, not 
with any intention to depreciate the good which they have done, but prompted 
by the desire to make them see their opportunities as Americans do theirs. 

A book like this can naturally not be called scientific, but there is no doubt 
that it will satisfactorily fulfill the purpose for which it was written. 

M. K. Genthe. 

Les Etats-Unis du Mezique. Par Cte. Maurice de Perigny. xi and 310 pp. 

Map.* E. Guilmoto, Paris. 191 1. 5 fr. 50. gx 5^. 
This work is a compilation of general information on Mexico. The writer's 
countrymen who may visit our sister republic will find much of interest in 
its pages. Many of the data are of a statistical nature. Some appear to have 
been culled from Mexican newspapers. The author hardly ever refers to his 
sources of information. His descriptions of native customs are accurate and 
make pleasant reading matter. Indeed they constitute the most agreeable feat- 
ure of the book. 

A short historical sketch and a review of social and industrial conditions fill 
the first few chapters. An attempt is then made to subdivide geographically the 
text of the last ten chapters. The intent is laudable, but the units used are not 
well differentiated. This is rather remarkable, as there are few regions whose 
physiographical or other types available for geographical description are more 
sharply defined than in Mexico. For example, the writer fails to grasp the 
significance of the eastern and western orogenic movements that gave rise to 
the high central plateau which is very abruptly cut off from the two coastal 
regions bathed respectively by the Gulf of Mexico and the Pacific Ocean. And yet 
he has set foot in both of the units thus created. His chapters contain excellent 
pen pictures of the various manifestations of life found in each. He notes the 
difference between the mountaineer peon and the inhabitants of the lowlands. 
The striking change in the vegetation as one travels up from the "tierra cal- 
iente" must needs have struck the attention of so observant a traveler as he 
reveals himself to be in other respects.. The very alteration of the soil and of 
the rocks themselves, with the minerals they include, is exceedingly marked, 
so sudden is the transition from one type to the other. Had the author adhered 
entirely to such a classification as a major scheme and extended it subsequently 
for the sake of thoroughness, so as to comprise the southern region of high 
uplift along an E-W axis, and then made use of his climatological data as a 
minor subdivision, his readers would have had the subject before them in 
adequate geographical presentation. He is entitled to credit, however, for his 
endeavor to handle his work in this form. But the order in which his headings 
follow each other tends to bring out the fact that his pages have been taken 
bodily out of his note book and in the same sequence in which they *vere jotted 
down as he proceeded on his journey. 

Mr. de Perigny naturally gives considerable space to mining, Mexico's fore- 
most industry. His data on the production of some of the famous mines are in- 
teresting. Furthermore they are correct and free from the inaccuracies born of 
enthusiasm. But when he attempts to give geological information or to enter into 
technical details, the layman's ignorance becomes apparent. His description of 
the Dos Estrellas mines at El Oro is a case in point. He also calls attention to 

* Listed under " Mexico V on p. 309. 



